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Jo Kemp is a British author who primarily writes 
children’s fiction. She became known for writing 
the original series of ‘Chorlton and the Wheelies’ 
and ‘Jamie and the Magic Torch’ for Cosgrove Hall 
Films.

She went on to write ‘Boodle Books’ published by 
Thurman of Mr. Men fame before setting up her 
own production company which produced the 
popular children’s TV series ‘The Raggy Dolls’ as 
well as countless TV commercials and brand films 
over 25 years. 

Jo is a fully fledged member ot the Writers’ Guild 
and will complete the first in a fantasy trilogy titled 
‘The Hourglass’ due for publication in 2021.

See www.boodlebobs.com/hourglass for more info.
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Parents, schools & non profits are free to print 
these books and use as will.  

  TRANSLATIONS

This book is ready for translation.If you have a 
second language and some time, you  can 
help make this story available ‘as a free       
download’ to literally tens of thousands of new 
children. Your contribution will have an impact!   

Please visit the translations page on the        
BoodleBobs  website, for the time coded closed 
captions / Subtitles file. 
www.boodlebobs.com/translations

A completed translation file, will also enable us 
to update the subtitles within the video too.

Translators and their URL will be credited in 
the new translated book and also within the           
description of the story’s video.
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“BoodleBobs a set of 26 short 
storybooks one for each letter
of the alphabet”

A – Andre the Artistic Apron
B – Boris the Brainy Book
C – Cameron the Courageous Cabinet
D – Dorothy the Dancing Doughnut
E – Eva the Energetic Egg Timer
F – Frank the Forgetful Frisbee 
G – Glenda the Gregarious Gherkin
H – Harry the Higgledy-Piggledy Hosepipe
I – Ida the Incredible Ironing Board
J – Josie the Jolly Jam Jar
K – Katie the Karate Kicking Kettle
L – Lucy the Luminous Lamp
M – Morris the Messy Mop

N – Nigel the Niggly Napkin
O – Ollie the Off-hand Ostrich
P – Percy the Peeping Pot Plant
Q – Queenie the Quivering Quilt
R – Raj the Rambling Radiator
S – Samuel the Sliding Sausage
T – Terence the Terrible Tap
U – Una the Up-turned Umbrella
V – Vera the Voracious Vacuum
W – Wally the Wobbling Wellington
X – Xavier the Xenophobic Xylophone
Y – Yousef the Yearning Yucca
Z – Zac the Zealous Zucchini
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26 Short stories.  One for each letter of the alphabet.
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JOSIE THE JOLLY JAM JAR
Boodlebobs [EP-10] - www.boodlebobs.com/josie
By Jo Kemp

This is a story all about Josie and yes, she’s a jam jar.

Josie wasn’t sure if she was strawberry jam, raspberry 
jam or even a traffic jam. All she really cared about was 
being jolly and having a jolly good time.

She was always humming and 
whistling – especially whistling – 
and she liked listening to the birds 
who were pretty good at whistling too.

“Hi Josie, tweet-tweet,” said little Jenny 
Wren, “Isn’t it a beautiful day.”

“It jolly well is,” agreed Josie, and set off for a jolly good 
walk around the garden.

She bumped into Queenie the quilt. “Have you seen my 
necklace?” she asked just as Dorothy the doughnut rolled 
up and asked, “Have you seen my bracelet?

It would seem that all sorts of shiny things had gone missing?

“I’ll keep an eye open for them,” said Josie, “In fact, I’ll keep both 
eyes open!”

And she laughed as she made her way down the path. But then 
she heard a terrible KERFUFFLE?
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Magpie had cornered little Jenny Wren. 

“SHACKASHAKASHAKA!” 

He screeched sounding like a big box of matches, 
“It’s a shame you’re not big enough for my DINNER…”

“…but you’ll make a very tasty SNACK!”

And in a flurry of black and white, he lunged at little Jenny 
Wren. But quick as a flash, Josie jumped in between them.

And he snatched up Josie instead!
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                                                              “I can’t eat you!” he ex
                                                      claimed crossly,  “you’re all 
                                       glass! Which is when he noticed how 
                               nice and SHINY she was.

             Now a very strange thing happens when a magpie sees 
    himself reflected in something shiny. He becomes hypnotised.

“Put me down!” said Josie crossly.

And guess what? He did EXACTLY what she had asked him to do!

Magpie then just stood with his black beady eyes going around 
and around. ‘What up with him?” asked Jenny Wren cautiously.
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“I think he’s hypnotised?” said Josie taking a closer look. 
Jenny Wren laughed and clapped her wings with glee.

“Err.. Go and bring me some berries!” she ordered and
 without saying a word, off he went. Moments later he and 
came back with a bagful.

         Jenny Wren thought this was marvellous.

                     ‘What’s going on?” asked Queenie as both
                        she and Dorothy looked curiously at the 
                         Magpie.

                                “He’s hypnotised,” explained Josie, 
                                        “Ask him to find and bring back 
                                             your necklace,”

                      “And my bracelet,” added Dorothy.

                 So they did, and in no time at all he 
                 fluttered back carrying both.

‘How wonderful,” said Dorothy then 
wondered,  “Will he really do anything?”
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“Will he take me for a ride?”

“No one could see why now so while Magpie stood there placidly, Dorothy climbed onto Mag-
pie’s back and nestled in his black feathers.

“Take her for a ride around the garden,” ordered Josie.

Dorothy had the best time ever. “Isn’t it fantastic! We can do this whenever we like.”

“And all we need to do to do 
is click our fingers…. CLICK! 
Just like that!”

Queenie paled. She knew 
– like everyone else except 
Dorothy it seemed – that the 
way to wake someone up 
from a trance was just a click 
of the fingers.

Magpie woke up.
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“SHACKASHAKASHAKA!” he screeched in fury sounding 
like an even BIGGER box of matches as he angrily tipped 
Dorothy off!

“AHHHHHH!!” squealed Dorothy as she dropped through 
the trees until a long grey trunk belonging to Elsie the 
elephant reached out and caught her.

And just like playing a game of Hoop-La, she gently spun 
her to the ground. What a relief.

“If you’re ever up a tree, call for me,” smiled Elsie thinking 
it would be a good game to have in the future.

“And if you’re ever in a jam, here I am!” added Josie and 
went off to find her friend Jenny Wren.

The end
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You will feature on the website as an active patron with a backlink to your website or social profile.
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