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Boodle Books first appeared in the 1980’s and were taken up by 
Thurman Publishing of ‘Mr Men’ fame who published six titles. 
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Granny Annie’s Ultimate Alphabet Book
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G is for Glenda: Glenda the Gregarious Gerkin
Being fun-loving and highly sociable, Glenda can only be described as GREGARIOUS.  Isn’t that 

a FANTASTIC word to use! 

Being bored standing up in bed all day - Glenda lives with her sisters in a jar with standing 
room only - she likes to get out and about and what better way to enjoy exercise than 

by having a friendly game of football. 

However, it isn’t that easy with such an eclectic mix of characters so to make the 
teams fair, it all comes down to a leg count. All is going well until Glenda 

gets locked in the shed...
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This is a story all about Glenda and yes, 
she’s a gherkin.

A gherkin is a kind of cucumber who likes a jar 
and is usually pickled; Glenda was one such 
gherkin. Fun, funny and highly sociable.

In other words, she was GREGARIOUS 
(GREE-GAIR-RE-OSS is how you say it). 

She had a reason to climb out of her jar 
every morning and that reason was to 
meet more FRIENDS!
 
“Come on girls,” she’d say to her sisters, “It’s 
far too nice to be stood up in bed all day”

But her sisters just pressed their noses to the jar 
and yawned. Glenda was such a ‘morning’ person.

“Let’s DO something today,” she urged.

“Okay, off you go then,” chorused her sisters 
and therein lay the problem. 

Glenda, being so gregarious,couldn’t bear 
to go anywhere on her own.

GLENDA THE GREGARIOUS GHERKIN 
By Jo Kemp
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But then she saw Spicer the spider dribbling a ball.  

“Fancy a bit of a kick about?” he asked. 

“Not really,” she replied, “It wouldn’t be fair when you have eight legs and I 
only have two but if we could even up the leg count, then maybe I might”.

So, while Glenda went off to round up her sisters, Spicer rounded up 
Fedora, the pretty pink flamingo. She had two very long legs!

      They counted each teams’ legs. Glenda with her four sisters totalled ten
      legs and Spicer with his eight and Fedora’s two, totalled ten legs as well.

      ‘Let the game begin!” And someone somewhere blew a whistle.

        It was an odd game of football. Spicer had the ball  most of the time – 
        well he had most of the legs – and Glenda’s sisters could help standing 
       shoulder to shoulder in goal. 

          It seemed old habits die hard.
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                                                       Then Fedora tripped and in 
                                                       doing so, gave the ball a 
                                                       hearty kick.

                                                  “Hooray!” shouted someone 
                                              and began chanting.

The ball shot off through the 
rhododendrons and through the open
door of the potting shed. “I’ll get it!” volunteered 
Glenda chasing after it.

It was very dark inside the shed. And then something 
dreadful happened…

The door creaked and slammed shut.

                            Glenda was ALONE, locked in the shed.

                            Meanwhile, everyone wondered where
                            Glenda had gone?
 
                              “Maybe she didn’t want to play anymore?”
                               suggested her sisters hopefully. 

                                Spicer was more concerned about 
                                his ball!

                                “I’ll go and look for her,” called 
                                  down Fedora.
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Glenda trembled, as she stood alone 
in the potting shed. She was frightened 
because she was ALONE!

“Personally, I think it’s nice to have a 
bit of ME time,” tweeted a little voice 
suddenly.

Glenda looked around and couldn’t see 
anyone. “I’m here,” said the voice, “I’m 
here sitting on your shoulder.”

Glenda turned her long neck sideways 
and yes, there he was. 

A little Blue Bird sitting on her 
shoulder “Where did you come from?” 
she asked, relieved to have a friend.

“Oh, I’m always around somewhere,” he 
replied. 

“You must never think you’re alone 
because everyone has a Blue Bird.” 
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Just then the door creaked open and Fedora poked her head 
inside. “Oh, there you are!” she exclaimed.

Glenda was so happy to be out in the sunshine again. The game 
was over, and Spicer had gone home for his tea, so she told her 
sisters all about the little Blue Bird.

“Look,” she said, “He’s sitting on my shoulder.”

The sisters looked. But couldn’t see any sign of the little 
Blue Bird.

“How odd?” thought Glenda. She could see him plain 
 as day, but they couldn’t.

“Not to worry,” she smiled as she watched the Blue      
Bird flutter around her. It didn’t really matter if    
her sisters could see him or not. What  mattered 
was that she could.

And she knew from that day 
on that if she ever felt alone 
or felt afraid, the little Blue       
Bird  would be right there 
with her.

“Even when I’m in a pickle.”  
 she thought.

And that was quite funny 
coming from a gherkin!

             The end.
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‘Granny Annie’ loves reading BoodleBobs stories. They make her laugh, teach us all about language and often have a moral too. 

Each of the 26 Ultimate Alphabet stories 

uses alliteration. This makes them easy 

to identify with while lending melody to 

the titles.

The stories are formatted to use a 

      name, a noun and an adjective.

Adjectives, Nouns & Verbs Explained

 Here we have the name (Wally), the adjective (Wobbling) and the noun (Wellington).

The Ultimate Alphabet BoodleBobs stories are formatted to use a name, an adjective  and a noun

For example, Wally the Wobbling Wellington. 

 What Is An Adjective?
Adjectives are descriptive words about a person, an animal, a thing, or a thought. It tells you something about it (the noun).

Josie the Jolly Jam Jar.   Dorothy the Dancing Doughnut.   Percy the Peeping Pot Plant

What Is A Noun?

                                             I like the BOY next door (a person).   I have been to LONDON (a place)
                                                                            I have got a PLAN (an idea)    I’m going to climb that TREE (a thing)

A noun can tell you who or what it is.  A noun is ‘a something’. It’s a word that identifies something like a 
person, a place, an idea or a thing.

It does get more complicated but – as rule of thumb – just remember these three things…

                             Nouns are people, places or things…
                                   Adjectives describe these things…
                                         Verbs are used to describe an action or a state of being related to these things…

 What Are Verbs?
Verb’s are used to describe an action ‘Billy ate an apple’. An occurrence ‘Billy decided to swim’. Or a state of being ‘Billy went to 
the shop.’ 

Name
My name is Granny Annie and  thank you for reading my book.



A – Andre the Artistic Apron
B – Boris the Brainy Book
C – Cameron the Courageous Cabinet
D – Dorothy the Dancing Doughnut
E – Eva the Energetic Egg Timer
F – Frank the Forgetful Frisbee 
G – Glenda the Gregarious Gherkin
H – Harry the Higgledy-Piggledy Hosepipe
I – Ida the Incredible Ironing Board
J – Josie the Jolly Jam Jar
K – Katie the Karate Kicking Kettle
L – Lucy the Luminous Lamp
M – Morris the Messy Mop

N – Nigel the Niggly Napkin
O – Ollie the Off-hand Ostrich

P – Percy the Peeping Pot Plant
Q – Queenie the Quivering Quilt
R – Raj the Rambling Radiator

S – Samuel the Sliding Sausage
T – Terence the Terrible Tap

U – Una the Up-turned Umbrella
V – Vera the Voracious Vacuum

W – Wally the Wobbling Wellington
X – Xavier the Xenophobic Xylophone

Y – Yousef the Yearning Yucca
Z – Zac the Zealous Zucchini26 Short stories.  One for each letter of the alphabet.

Andre Boris Cameron Dorothy Eva Frank

  Glenda Harry Ivy Josie Katy         Lucy

Morris Nigel Ollie Percy Queenie Raj

Samuel Terrencel Una Vera Wally   Xavier

     Yousef Zac      
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Available from most on-line stores including our own

Buy Now - Granny Annie’s Ultimate Alphabet Book’

www.boodlebobs.com/store/

Granny Annie’s Ultimate Alphabet  - Stories  by 
Jo Kemp, individual downloads as .MP3 or .PDF

 www.boodlebobs.com/audiobooks/

Also by Jo Kemp.  Hourglass book one ‘The Turning’
Genre: Fantasy / Sci-Fi
Price £9.99

Manifested out of ancient folklore, the Hourglass must be turned to keep the balance between Order 
and Chaos. Should the Turning fail, the Alternate Prophesies decree Chaos would rule, hastening an 
inevitable Armageddon. 

The Turning can only be implemented by the Foundling and this is where the story begins.

Raif, a boy with a passion for clocks and no inkling of his future has a recurring vision of colossal 
waterspouts unaware this vision is shared by the villainous Darke. 

He is chosen as the Foundling Elect to succeed Canatu who is mysteriously murdered. Darke, having 
been instrumental in this murder, desires power absolute and to achieve this has to prevent the 
Turning but where is the Hourglass hidden? And will it be found in time?

Drawn in by a gilded clock gifted to him, Raif is flung into the adventure of a lifetime while being hunted 
relentlessly by Darke and his evil forces. He has cause to call into question the improbability of 
coincidence as he’s catapulted from the Dorset countryside to the terrifying  catacombs below Paris and 
finally to the barren shores of the Arrid Sea and a spectacular  showdown. But is this the end or just the 
beginning...

Buy Hourglass book one now -  https://www.boodlebobs.com/hourglass/

Music

More Free music downloads from our website 
www.boodlebobs.com/downloads/

COMPETITION
Prize draw, how to enter

www.boodlebobs.com/competition

Merchandise
www.boodlebobs.com/store/

*’Granny Annie’s Ultimate Alphabet Book’ limited stock set aside free 
for schools.  See availibility @ www.boodlebobs.com/granny-annie

Find us on YouTube
www.youtube.com/boodlebobs

Download Audiobooks

See translations page for books in English, Hindi, Mandarin, Arabic & Spanish 
www.boodlebobs.com/downloads/

https://www.boodlebobs.com/book-store/
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And finally, a last word from Granny Annie
“Thank you for reading and I hope ALL these short A-Z stories have been as much fun for the 

adults as they’ve been for the children.”
Each story from Granny Annie’s Ultimate 

Alphabet Book has its own webpage 
where you can watch, download and listen.

www.boodlebobs.com

The end.

www.boodlebobs.com


• 

• 
L 

26 SHORT STORIES 
ONE FOR EACH LETTER OF THE ALPHABET X: • 

BY Jo Kemp 
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